
 
 It is one thing to learn 
about what government does, and 
another to actually watch govern-
ment in action.  Close-Up is a na-
tional organization designed to en-
courage young people to become 
informed citizens through a “close-
up” experience of democracy.
 “Students have the oppor-
tuniy to witness the daily activities 
of our government,” sponsor Ms. 
Eaton said.
   This year 21 students and 
three teacher sponsors, Ms. Eaton, 
Mr. Brooks, and Ms. Reynolds, 
took a week-long trip to Washing-
ton D.C. under one of the programs 
of the Close-Up organization.
 “It was nice to have so many 
students from different cultural 
backgrounds discussing politics 
without judgment,” junior Hillary-
Dohoney said. 
 There, they held a mock-
Congress, learned about the Con-
gressional process, and held de-
bates with other groups from across 
the country.  They also visited war 
memorials and monuments, spent a 
day in Capitol Hill, and had a pri-
vate tour of the Supreme Court.
 “We had so many great ex-

periences, but my most memora-
ble was our afternoon spent at the 
J.Edgar Hoover FBI building,”  Ms. 
Eaton said.
  Not only was the group in-
troduced to government activities 
and historic sites, this year, they 
also had an opportunity to meet the 
FBI’s assistant director, Ms. Reyn-
old’s brother in-law, who spoke to 
them about his career.
 Other programs under 
Close-Up include longer trips dur-
ing the year and summer programs 
for high school and middle school 
students, as well as teachers. 
 “Close-Up was a really great 
experience for me.  It was awesome 
seeing the government in action and 
it de!nitely helped me understand 
how our country works a lot better,” 
junior Emily Hegi said.
 In today’s society, apathy 
among the youth seems to be a ris-
ing problem.  Organizations like 
Close-Up put effort into showing 
America’s youth what role  they 
play in democracy, according to the 
organization’s website.
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Inspiring America’s Youth
Students Experience the Nation’s Capitol
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 On Tues. Dec. 19, people 
across the country were !xated on 
the special election in Massachu-
setts to determine the replacement 
of the late senator, Edward Ken-
nedy. During his tenure, Kennedy 
was known for his commitment to 
social issues including healthcare 
reform. Under the current Obama 
administration, healthcare reform 
has been heavily emphasized and 
with signi!cant democratic majori-
ties in both houses of Congress, it 
seemed like a healthcare reform bill 
would !nally pass. 
 Ironically, the Tuesday night 
election to replace Kennedy had the 
potential to jeopardize the cause that 
Kennedy so tirelessly promoted. 
 Massachusetts has consis-
tently been a very blue state with 
the majority of federal representa-

tives belonging to the Democratic 
Party. It seemed that this tradition 
would be perpetuated with the re-
cent senatorial election. Martha 
Coakley, the democratic nominee, 
was the former state attorney gen-
eral and clear front-runner for the 
past few months. 
 Mere weeks ago, Republi-
can candidate Scott Brown began 
to pick up momentum. Brown ap-
peared to be very personable and 
relatable, gaining endorsements 
from prominent Massachusetts !g-
ures such as former Red Sox play-
er Curt Schilling. Most important 
though was his ability to appeal to 
disgruntled independent and mod-
erate voters who make up a signi!-
cant voting block in the state. 

continued on page 7

 With a little over !ve min-
utes left in the fourth quarter of Su-
per Bowl XLIV, Peyton Manning 
was on a mission to score a touch 
down  and tie the game. Manning, 
four time NFL  MVP and Super 
Bowl XLI MVP, began the drive 
of his life. Finally, the Colts were 
wedged into a crucial third and !ve. 
Manning threw the ball to his num-
ber one receiver Reggie Wayne, but 
it wasn’t Wayne who caught the 
pass. 
 In a play that will go down 
in Indianapolis infamy, Tracy Por-
ter of the New Orleans Saints inter-
cepted Manning’s pass. Not only did 
his interception steal a chance for 
Indianapolis to tie the game, he ran 
the ball back for a pick six and put 

Indy into a 14 point hole. Manning 
led the offense back to the redzone, 
but it was too little too late.  Down 
by 14, the Colts had to be so aware 
of the game clock that they weren’t 
even able to capitalize on the red-
zone attempt. After a fourth down 
incompletion, the Saints knew they 
had !nally won the Super Bowl.  
 In August 2005, the Loui-
siana Superdome in New Orleans 
was a shelter to approximately 
30,000 stranded Hurricane Katrina 
Victims. The city was left in ruins 
and the stadium was literally falling 
apart. The Saints and New Orleans 
were devastated by Katrina, which 
was one of the costliest and deadli-
est hurricanes in U.S. history. 
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An Upset In Massachusetts
What does this mean for the Democratic Party? Who Dat Nation Celebrates

Drew Brees and the Saints Win it All

E
N

T
E

R
TA

IN
M

E
N

T

S
P

O
R

T
S

Robert Perry signs a 
golf scholarship to the 
New Mexico Military 
Institute in the library 

on Jan. 20. 
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by Matthew Richardson
Sports Writer

by Ben Cristol
Opinion Writer

Whiz Quiz team claims 

city championship for 

eighth straight year

Page 2

Mac vs. PC:  Which one 

reigns supreme?
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www.paschalhs.org

by Juana Guzman
News Writerr

Paschal Close-Up students brave the cold in front of the nation’s Supreme 
Court building in Washington D.C.  Twenty-one students and three teacher 
sponsors went on the trip this year.
       photo by Ms. Eaton 

http://schools.fwisd.org/paschal/Pages/default.aspx
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 On Wed. Jan 27, Paschal, 
Southwest, Arlington Heights, and 
Dunbar competed in the Whiz Quiz 
semi-!nals for the City Champion-
ship.  Out of the four high schools, 
Paschal and Southwest succeed-
ed in advancing to the !nals.  On 
Thurs. Jan 28, in the !nals match 
Paschal High School emerged vic-
torious for the eighth consecutive 
year.
 “Every high school has a 
Whiz Quiz  team (12 total) so we 
play 11 matches during the fall,” 
co-sponsor Mrs. Waggoner said.
 The team held weekly prac-
tices to prepare for every match, 
and more intensely, for their !nal 
match.  As in years past, this year’s 
!nal Whiz Quiz competition was 
broadcast on FWISD’s EdTV sta-
tion.
 “Paschal Whiz Quiz is the 
smartest group of kids I know and 
it’s awesome to go out your senior 
year with a big win at district,” se-
nior member Rayce Yanney said.
 Each Whiz Quiz member is 
expected to know a variety of triv-
ia, though some students excel in 
particular categories of questions.  
Some of the more speci!c catego-
ries include "owers, Edgar Allan 

Poe, quotes, and animals.
 Questions asked in the 
matches are from “every conceiv-
able category,” co-sponsor Mr. Gil-
liam said.   
   Points awarded for each 
question depend on the dif!culty 
level of the question and vary from 
5, 10, 15, and 20.

See how well you would do:
1. Flowers in a certain garden 
were seen to close at midday dur-
ing a spectacular astronomical 
occurrence.  What was the event? 
(5 points)

2. While the !rst planes were 
land-based, it was not long before 
aircraft were able to take off and 
land on water.  What are such 
aircraft called? (10 points)

3. Who was the !rst female ruler 
of England? (15 points)

4. What are the only three na-
tions with Jewish populations of 
over one million?  (20 points)

Whiz Quiz Reigns Supreme 
Paschal Wins City Championship Once Again

news2

by Juana Guzman

Above:   Mrs. Waggoner coaches team members sophomore Chris Melton, 
senior Anand Jani, senior Rayce Yanney, and senior Isaac Manning before their 
Whiz Quiz match after school in January.  Below:   freshman Paul Vonderhaar, 
sophomore Leigh Larson, and freshman Dominic Yurk confer before giving their 
answer to a question during a match against Northside.
                photos by Kurstyn Park 

    News Writer

Answers:
1. solar eclipse  2. Sea planes 3. Mary 
I or Mary Tudor or Bloody Mary 4. 
United States, Israel, Russia
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 The Fall semester of march-
ing band was another successful 
one. Ninety students auditioned for 
the All-Region band this year and 
35 made the band with nine advanc-
ing to the Area round of auditions, 
the one before All-State. The All-
Region audition was a long process 
that lasted all day Dec 7 at Weather-
ford High School. This year’s num-
bers of All-Region band members 
from PHS beat last year’s record of 
27 with a new record of 35.
 “My goal for the band next 
year is to make Area, march in !-
nals at invitational contests, and 
have a good show that the students 
and crowd enjoy,” band director Mr. 
Duff said. He hopes that students 
enjoy band as much as he does.
 “I love being a band direc-
tor because I get to make music and 
have fun!” Duff said. “However, it 
is very challenging because of the 
hours.”
 Marching band ended on 
Oct. 31, but that isn’t the end of the 
year for the PHS band. Still to come 
is Solo and Ensemble, UIL, percus-
sion ensemble, Winter guard, a band 
party, graduation,  a Spring concert, 
and concert band is taking  a trip to 
Port Aransas.

 

If students want to join band next 
year, they should be prepared to set 
aside about eight hours of time after 
school during the week and all night 
on Fridays along with every Satur-
day in October.
 Mr. Duff said he thinks stu-
dents should join band if they are 
interested in learning to play an 
instrument and opening doors for 
their futures. “Learning music in-
volves skills that will help you in 
life, school, and work,” he said.
 Mr. Duff also has advice for 
students who want to learn to play 
an instrument but can’t commit the 
time that is required to participate in 

band. “Practice! It is good to have 
fun, but it’s more fun to be good!”
 Mr. Duff said students should 
join band because it allows them to 
showcase their individual talents.  
“I am very excited about the future 
of the Paschal band. Our numbers 
should increase and we will be the 
largest group on campus. We want 
to be respected and we want stu-
dents to enjoy the band,” Duff said.
 If you are interested in learn-
ing to play an instrument and want 
to learn with other students your age, 
then stop by the band hall and speak 
with Mr. Duff about commitments 
and joining the band next year.
 

Swim,Wrestling Teams Soar 

The swim team competed in the 
district meet on Feb. 1 and re-

ceived !rst place for boys and girls.  
Wrestling competed in the district 
competition on Sat. Feb. 6 placing 

!rst for boys and girls.

Choir Students Earn Top Hon-
ors

Senior Emily Wagman is ranked !rst 
chair member of  the Texas All-State 
Choir.  Senior John Dierker quali!ed 

for Area the second year in a row and 
is the !rst alternate to the Texas All-

State Choir.

Chick-Fil-A and Cousins BBQ 
Come to Paschal

Chick-Fil-A sandwiches are now avail-
able in the cafeteria every Tuesday and 
Thursday.  Cousins barbeque beef  and 

turkey sandwiches are also being sold 
by the auditorium the !rst, third, and 

!fth Wednesday of  every month.

 NEWS
BRIEFS 

Band Sets Records Again
35 Students Qualify for All-Region

Traf c!Tickets!Defended
In Fort Worth, Arlington, Euless, Grapevine, Southlake, Hurst,

Keller, Forest Hill, White Settlement, Colleyville, Bedford, North
Richland Hills, Richland Hills, Watauga, Haltom City, Crowley,
Mans!eld, Pantego, Dalworthington Gardens, and elsewhere in

Tarrant County

JAMES R. MALLORY
Attorney At Law
(817) 924-3236
3024 Sandage 

Fort Worth, TX 76109-1793
No promise as to results.

Any !ne and court costs are not included in fee for
legal representation.

www.JamesMallory.com

news 3

by Michael Batts
News Editors

Paschal Places First at Science Bowl

Sophomore Joel Mendez, freshman Jake Nelson, freshman Eric Gunderson, 
and junior Aric Ramon get ready to entertain the crowd at the football game with   
their sousaphones.            photo by Hillary Dohoney 

Paschal Science Bowl participants placed !rst at the Department of Energy’s 
regional competition and will be traveling to compete at the national level in 
Washington D.C. April 29 - May 4.

The Chick-Fil-A cow visits Paschal.

Project Runway Comes to Paschal

Fashion Design students display their unique clothing designs on manequins 
as a part of the Paschal Project Runway project in Mrs. Partovi’s class.  The 
winners of the project are:  sophomore Lucy Jimenez in !rst place, senior Ve -
linda Castro in second place, and senior Linda Thun in third place.  Senior Micayla Brown Signs Soccer Scholarship with 

Midwestern State University on Feb. 3 
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A Brief History of the Pagan Holiday We All Love (or Hate)
Valentine’s Day: A History

 The 2009 music scene was 
ruled by women, and three stood 
above all the rest: the everlasting 
queen of the industry, Beyoncé, the 
up and coming sweetheart Taylor 
Swift, and the sensation known as 
Lady Gaga. It should come as no 
surprise that the Grammy awards 
weren’t any different.
 Like previous years, the 
actual award show focused less 
on awards and more on the perfor-
mances. Some key awards were 
Song of the Year to Beyoncé for 
“Single Ladies”, Best New Art-
ist to Zac Brown Band, Record of 
the Year to Kings of Leon for “Use 
Somebody”, and the top award of 
the night, Album of the Year to Tay-
lor Swift for Fearless. 
 Most of the performances  
were nothing short of spectacular. 
The show opened with a theatri-
cal Lady Gaga/Elton John duet of 
John’s “Speechless” and “Your 
Song.” It was nothing short of crazy. 
Green Day and the Broadway cast 
of American Idiot came together for 
a somewhat lackluster, Glee-vibed 
version of “21 Guns.” Possibly the 
best performance of the night was 
Beyoncé’s powerful version of “If I 
Were a Boy.”  Beyoncé proved she 
is still the queen of the industry with 

this number.  P!nk followed up next 
with a Cirque du Soleil-inspired 
performance. She sang “Glitter 
in the Air” literally "ying through 
the air while ribbon sliding. Black 
Eyed Peas rocked the house next 
with what unarguably became the 
anthem of 2009, “I Gotta Feeling”, 
and showed us all that the night was 
really going to be  good.  Big winner 
of the night Taylor Swift sang “Fai-
rytale”, “You Belong With Me”, 
and “Rhiannon” with childhood 
hero Stevie Nix. She was able to 
perfectly blend country, bluegrass, 
and even a little rock for a unique 
combination. In what was unargu-
ably the most emotional number 
of the evening Jennifer Hudson, 
Usher, Carrie Underwood, Celine 
Dion, and Smokey Robinson sang  
“We are the World” in a tribute to 
Michael Jackson.
 Many other artists gave 
spirited performances including 
Lady Antebellum, Dave Matthews 
Band, Lil’ Wayne, and Bon Jovi’s 
!rst Grammy performance ever.
 It was a crazy year for mu-
sic, and thus it was a crazy Gram-
my’s show. Who knows, maybe 
next year there will be a change in 
music royalty. Oh and did anyone 
else notice the absence of a certain 
rude rapper?

The 52nd Grammy Awards
Industry Royalty Reap Their Rewards

 
 Everyone’s seen the store 
displays; profusions of pink, white 
and red have been declaring the 
onset of Valentine’s Day since the 
after-Christmas sales ended, and 
singles and couples alike dread it, 
for different reasons. But how many 
people really know what they’re 
celebrating, or why? 
 Most people probably don’t 
know that the Romans celebrated a 
holiday on Feb. 14 to honor Juno 
Fructi!er or Juno Februata, Queen 
of the Roman gods and goddesses 
as well as goddess of marriage. The 
festival involved many rituals, in-
cluding one where single women 
would put their names in a box and 
single men would each draw one 
out. These two would be a couple 
for the duration of the festival (and 
in some areas, for the entire follow-
ing year). 
 On Feb. 15, Romans cel-
ebrated Luperaclia, honoring Fau-
nus, god of fertility. Men would go 
to a grotto dedicated to Lupercus, 
the wolf god, located at the foot of 
Palatine Hill and where the found-
ers of Rome, Romulus and Remus, 

were believed to have suckled by a 
she-wolf. The men would sacri!ce 
a goat, don its skin, and run around, 
gently slapping both women and 
!elds of crops with small strips of 
the goat hide dipped in the sacri-
!cial blood. Roman women wel-
comed being touched with the hides 
because it was believed the strips 
would make them more fertile in 
the coming year. 
 In 469 C.E., emperor Gela-
sius declared Feb. 14 a holy day in 
honor of Valentinus (though which 
one is still subject of debate) in-
stead of the pagan god Lupercus. 
This allowed Christianity to take 
over some of the pagan celebrations 
of love and fertility which were 
reworked to !t the martyr theme 
– Christianity did not approve of 
rituals that encouraged sexuality. 
Instead of pulling girls’ names from 
boxes, both boys and girls chose 
the names of martyred saints from 
a box.
 As for the name of the holi-
day: There are several stories of men 
named Valentinus, but they were re-
portedly all martyred.  According to 
one story, Roman emperor Claudius 
II instituted a ban on marriages be-

cause too many young men were 
dodging his draft by getting married 
(as only single men had to enter the 
army; this ban also is mentioned in 
the Holy Bible). A Christian priest 
named Valentinus was caught per-
forming illegal marriages and sen-
tenced to death. While waiting for 
his execution, young lovers visited 
him with notes about how much bet-
ter love is than war – the !rst “val-
entines.” The execution occurred in 
269 CE on Feb. 14. 
 Another Valentinus was a 
priest jailed for helping Christians 
escape from Roman prisons. Dur-
ing his stay he fell in love with the 
jailer’s daughter and sent her notes 
signed “from your Valentine.” He 
was eventually beheaded. 
 It wasn’t until the Renais-
sance that customs returned to cel-
ebrations of love and life rather 
than faith and death. People began 
to break free of some of the bonds 
imposed upon them by the Church 
and moved towards more sensual 
art and literature – there was no 
shortage of poets and authors con-
necting the dawning of Spring with 
love and procreation.
 Today, commercialism is 

the biggest aspect of Valentine’s 
Day. Valentine’s Day was dropped 
from the Catholic calendar in 1969 
and is no longer part of the of!cial 
liturgical calendar of any Christian 
church. It’s not a feast, a celebra-
tion, or a memorial of any martyrs, 
so the overall commercialization of 
the day isn’t surprising. Hundreds 
of millions of dollars are spent on 
chocolate, candies, "owers, din-
ners, jewelry, and other gifts used 
to celebrate the day. Only Christ-
mas and Halloween come close in 
the way that modern commercial-
ism has transformed and adopted an 
ancient pagan celebration.
 So, what does this mean for 
you? Red roses, chocolate candies, 
special edition M&M’s, and those 
stuffed plush red hearts every-
where… But even if you’re single 
for the big day, it doesn’t mean you 
have to be miserable. Take the op-
portunity to treat yourself to a little 
love and a special night out. Plan a 
party or a night out with your sin-
gle friends, or be bold and go out 
alone. 
 Remember, you won’t be 
the only one single on Valentine’s 
Day.

 Although the Oscars are not 
until March 7 (possibly so they don’t 
have to compete against the Winter 
Olympics), there are already some 
movies that are almost guaranteed 
to win an award in a given !eld.
 Looking at the nominees for  
Best Picture, some seem more likely 
to win than others. Certain movies, 
such as The Blind Side and Precious 
are all predictable Best Picture fare. 
They all show the shady side of 
modern life and have a heart melt-
ing, sickeningly sweet theme. Other 
movies that are nominated, possibly 
to boost ratings, are Avatar, Inglori-
ous Basterds, and District 9. While 
I liked all of those movies, they just 
weren’t the best of the year. I highly 
doubt that they will win, but you’ll 
have to watch to !nd out. 
 Other movies, such as Up 
in the Air, A Serious Man, and An 
Education are all good movies that 
don’t resort to a nonstop barrage of 
either computer rendered aliens and 
explosions or overly hopeful, chees-
ier than melted cheddar, messages. 
Even though I and numerous other 
critics liked these movies, the afore-
mentioned sapfests are the more 
likely candidates to win. 
 One surprise in the Best Pic-
ture nominees came in the nomina-

tion of Up. For only the second time 
(the !rst being Beauty and the Beast) 
in Oscar history an animated movie 
has been nominated for the highest 
award in cinema. This is not exactly 
shocking, since many critics gave it 
high ratings and it was the best ani-
mated movie of this year by leaps 
and bounds, but it is still unusual be-
cause it could win both Best Picture 
and Best Animated Feature.
 In the other categories, such 
as Best Actor, Jeff Bridges seems a 
safe bet to win for his well executed 
performance in Crazy Heart. George 
Clooney also stands a decent chance 
for his believable role in Up in the 
Air. Gabourey Sidibe is up against 
little competition, only risking Best 
Actress to Meryl Streep’s perfor-
mance in Julie and Julia.
 Most of the technical awards, 
like Best Visual Effects, Best Art Di-
rection, or Best Scenery are all go-
ing to Avatar. I am 100 percent sure 
of this. Go ahead, bet the farm on it 
(Just to be clear, this is not binding 
advice and the Pantherette does not 
condone or endorse gambling).
 Regardless of who wins this 
year, the Oscars will be as exciting 
as ever. Be sure to watch on Sunday, 
March 7 on ABC to honor the best in 
the cinematic arts.

The 82nd Academy Awards
Stars Gather under One Roof to Celebrate Film
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by James Duke
Entertainment Editor

by Cameron Nudleman
Entertainment Writer

by Chris Melton
Entertainment Writer
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Whiz Quiz Reigns supreme

photos by Mrs. Sigl

Concert Calendar

shutterbug 5

by Chris Melton
Entertainment Writer

Feb. 12 - Diddy @ Palladium Ballroom, Dallas

Feb. 13 - Exit 287 @ The Door, Fort Worth

Feb. 18 - Gov’t Mule @ House of Blues, Dallas

Feb. 20 - Telegraph Canyon @ Hailey’s, Denton

Feb. 21 - We Were Promised Jetpacks @ Hailey’s, Denton

Feb. 23 - Yes @ House of Blues, Dallas

Feb. 23 - Jay-Z @ American Airlines Center, Dallas

Feb. 25 - Akron/Family @ Granada Theater, Dallas

Feb. 25 - Tegan and Sara @ Palladium Ballroom, Dallas

Mar. 1 - Dropkick Murphys @ House of Blues, Dallas

Mar. 3 - Portugal, The Man @ House of Blues, Dallas

Mar. 9 - John Mayer @ American Airlines Center, Dallas

Mar. 11 - Xiu Xiu @ The Cavern, Dallas

Mar. 11- Taylor Swift @ American Airlines Center, Dallas

Late Night Controversy
Drama Replaces Comedy in Late Night

by Cameron Nudleman
Entertainment Editor

 For years NBC has been 
the laughing stock of television. 
Its primetime ratings have been 
considerably lower in compari-
on to the other Big 4  networks. 
One thing that NBC has always  
had is a spectacular Late Night 
lineup, but now they’ve man-
aged to mess that up too. 
 It all started back in 2004 
when Jay Leno found out that 
his tenure as host of The Tonight 
Show would end in 2009.  NBC 
didn’t want to completly let go 
of Leno, so they announced 
that he would be taking a 9 p.m. 
timeslot every weekday hosting 
The Jay Leno Show.  But then 
the problem became that both 
Leno and Conan O’Brien’s To-
night Show ratings were quite 
low.
 NBC then had the brl-
liant idea to push The Jay Leno 
Show to 10:30, and move all 
the other shows back one hour. 
Conan refused to allow The To-

night Show to be moved back, 
arguing that it would no longer 
be The Tonight Show and that 
he should be given more time 
to build a fanbase. NBC execs, 
with their ever present tunnel vi-
sion, presented Conan with the 
option to move back an hour, or 
they would buy him off. Conan 
decided to leave, to avoid tar-
nishing his beloved series. 
 None of this is Leno’s 
fault. He was just caught in the 
midst of the con"ict between 
Conan and NBC. While Conan 
was paid $40 million to leave, 
his crew only received $20 mil-
lion evenly split among them, 
and although I’m sure his crew 
will go with him wherever he 
goes next, he can’t get a new 
TV job until September.
 Although Conan ended 
his show with class by thank-
ing NBC and asking his fans 
not to be cynical, the cynic in 
me wants to boycott NBC.



 While the NFL sea-
son comes to a close, the high 
school soccer season is in full 
swing. Both the boys and girls 
varsity teams have had a strong 
showing so far this season, and 
it’s paid off. And since soc-
cer doesn’t of!cially end until 
March, Paschal’s varsity teams 
still have another push to make 
in order to qualify for the dis-
trict playoffs.
 Both Coach Adams, 
head coach of girls soccer, and 
Coach Townsend, head coach 
of boys soccer, work hard to in-
still strong skills and work ethic 
in their players. Whether it be 
speed and endurance, or just 
gaining control of the ball, each 
technique is important in the 
game and for working together 
as a team. “We stress hustle, 
speed, and team play,” Coach 
Townsend said.
 During this season, both 
teams have showcased their tal-
ent on the !eld. They have won 
many of their games, the girls 

team going undefeated so far, 
and closed the gap score-wise 
as close as possible when they 
couldn’t pull out a win. The 
team captains of the boys team, 
seniors Cody Stratton, Ethan 
Nichols, and Alex Koger, led 
their team with strong determi-
nation, and all of the girls team 
members, including senior Mi-
cayla Brown and sophomore 
Madeline Hamm, the leading 
scorers on the team, and junior 
Emily Blake, senior Lindsey 
Bradley, and sophomore Re-

bekah Tovar, defenders, played 
hard and showed their skills on 
the !eld. “We are better at this 
point this year than we were at 
the end of last year,” Lindsey 
Bradley said.
 As always, the goal of 
both teams is to be crowned dis-
trict champs. With the strength 
of the players, that goal is 
completely obtainable. “[We] 
would like to !nish at the top of 
the district and go further in the 
playoffs,” Coach Adams said.

continued from page 1
 Native Texan Drew 
Brees found himself as a free 
agent in 2006. He had an op-
portunity to go and play for the 
Miami Dolphins, a large mar-
ket team with a winning his-
tory. Instead he chose to play 
in New Orleans, a city in left in 
shambles from a hurricane with 
a team that had very little his-
tory of winning. 
 One year later, the Su-
perdome reopened and the 
Saints defeated the Falcons 20-
3. The reopening of the Super-
dome symbolized the reopening 
of New Orleans. Brees and the 
Saints reached the NFC cham-
pionship game for the !rst time 
in team history. They lost to the 

Bears, who went on to loose to 
the Colts in Super Bowl XLI. 
But the Saints’ success brought 
hope and inspiration to New 
Orleans.
 “An opportunity to 
come here and not only being a 
part of the rebuilding of the or-
ganization and getting the team 
back to its winning ways, but 
to be part of the rebuilding of 
the city and the region, it’s been 
very special.” Brees told Simon 
Evans (Reuters) in his article 
last month. “What we were able 
to do as a team and organiza-
tion and the fans and the people 
of the city we were able to kind 
of really form a bond and come 
together.”
 The Saints started their 
season 13-0 before losing three 
games in a row. The Saints beat 

the Vikings in overtime in the 
NFC championship to clinch 
their !rst Super bowl bid in 
team history. The Saints defeat-
ed the favored Colts in a fourth 
quarter shootout. Drew Brees 
was named the Super Bowl 
MVP.
 Now, just over four 
years after Katrina, New Or-
leans is the proud home of the 
Super Bowl winning Saints. To 
some people the Super Bowl is 
just a game and football is just 
a sport.  But the Saints have 
meant much more for the com-
munity and for the people of 
New Orleans. The players, fans, 
organization, and the commu-
nity of New Orleans are now 
Super Bowl champions.

Boys and Girls Soccer Continues to Succeed
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Kicking It into High Gear
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 ASKANATHLETE
How do you 
feel about 

signing 
an athletic 

scholarship 
to college?

“Great, I’m looking forward 
to testing my gol!ng abilities 
against some of the best col-
lege golfers in the country.”

Robert Perry
Senior, golf Tyler Nurdin

Senior, baseball
“It’s exciting; it’s nice to 
be able to go to a school 
almost for free.”

Drew Brees and the Saints Win it All
Who Dat Nation Celebrates

by Andrew Garrison
Sports Editor

by Matthew Richardson
Sports Writer

 Since the beginning of the year, Paschal 
has seen multiple athletes sign scholarships for 
different sports including golf, soccer, baseball, 
and basketball. Senior L.T. Lovings recently 
signed a scholarship with TCU to play basket-
ball and answered a few questions about why 
she enjoys basketball and her future as a horned 
frog next year for the Pantherette.
Q: Why did you choose to attend TCU?
L.T.: I decided to go to TCU because it was close 
to home.  My family will be able to see me play 
and I know the coach very well. I played AAV 
with his daughter for about three years.

Q: What are some of the things required of 
you as part of your scholarship?
L.T.: Well of course to stay in school and get 
good grades, complete my NCAA Clearing 
House (sending transcripts, SAT, ACT test 
scores), [and] getting into TCU.

Q: What position to you think you’ll play on 
the team?
L.T.: Center.

Q: Why do you like the game of basketball?
L.T.: I like the game of basketball because it’s 
fun!  It challenges me [and] it makes me stron-
ger on and off the court.

Q: Who are some professional athletes you 
admire? Why?
L.T.: Blake Grif!n: He’s a leader, I look up to 
him. 
Carmelo Anthony: A great athlete. 
LeBron James: He is a beast.
Candice Parker: She can dunk.

Q: What area of study would you like to pur-
sue?
A: Right now I’m thinking about studying edi-
torial journalism, sports marketing, or business.

Q: What advice would you give to a high 
school athlete if they wanted to sign with a 
college to play a sport?
L.T. Work hard on and off the !eld.  Play 
AAV or Clob (Summer teams).  Have video of 
yourself to send to colleges.  Don’t sit around 
and hope it happens. Make it happen.

An Athlete’s Opinion on Signing

Moving Up

Andrew Garrison
Sports Editor

Varsity soccer player junior Colin 
Croschere gets ready to kick the 
ball down the !eld during soccer 
practice.   
Photo by Jorge Munoz

 The varsity girls practice drills on 
the !eld before their game. 

Photo by Jorge Munoz

In memory of
Diana Molina

and 
Xavier Ramirez.



 Hi, my name is Wilson, and 
I’m a PC. Like so many of my fellow 
PCs, we have been forced into watch-
ing advertisements that put us in the 
wrong light. Typically, our competi-
tor, Mac, is shown as a cool hipster 
smart guy while we are shown as the 
dimwitted nerd who can’t get a clue 
about how to sell his “inferior” prod-
uct. Well, unlike him, I’m here to ac-
tually straighten out facts.
 Let’s start off with the big-
gest thing that Mac users love to brag 
about, “Macs don’t get viruses.” False. 
Macs in fact do get viruses. Leopard 
has far fewer viruses as compared to 
Windows, but they still exist, and you 
can still get them. Why does Leopard 
have fewer viruses? Because Apple 
has far less market share as compared 
to Microsoft. No one wants to make 

viruses for Macs because it won’t af-
fect as many computer users.
 I don’t know about you, but 
I love playing games on a PC. Any-
thing from blowing up things in 
Modern Warfare 2 to killing boars in 
World of Warcraft.  There are a vari-
ety of games available to play through 
Windows. Of course, there are some 
games for a Mac too, like... um... 
oh wait, there aren’t any.  There are 
more games available for the iPhone 
than there are for a Mac. Macs don’t 
even come with a built in solitaire. 
That sounds pretty lame to me. 
 Also, I’m a huge fan of cus-
tomizing and building my own com-
puter.  I enjoy opening up the case and 
changing out parts to make it cooler, 
faster and smoother than before. With 
Macs, you can do that to. You can 
open them up and replace the RAM. 
That’s about it. You can replace the 

graphics card too, but why bother 
when you can’t play any games on it 
in the !rst place?  For about $100 less 
than the cheapest Mac desktop, you 
can build your own computer with 
better specs and you can replace parts 
by yourself as needed, unlike in the 
new Macbook Pros where you can’t 
even replace your own battery.
 I will admit, however, Mac-
books are well designed and worth 
the price if all you need from your 
laptop is internet and some sort of 
text editor. Considering the majority 
of laptops are already limited, you are 
actually saving money by not getting 
all the added weight that a PC would 
give you.
 Mac users also tend to make 
the argument that they are paying for 
quality. That’s just another term for 
saying they are paying for a brand 
name. I’m !ne with that. If you are 

comfortable paying that much to look 
cooler or maybe you just truly enjoy 
Macs, again, I’m !ne with that. And 
for the people out there who didn’t 
understand a world of my argu-
ment against Macs, congratulations, 
you’re Apple’s target market.   
      Macs and PCs can do the 
exact same things when it comes to 
simple business. If you don’t care 
about games, or customization, or 
viruses, then !ne. The difference is 
the range of software availability for 
each operating system.  Windows 
has cheaper and more available  soft-
ware compared to Mac. Windows is 
very user friendly and doesn’t have 
as steep a learning curve to use. You 
are paying more for the brand name. 
If you want to save your money, do 
some research, and buy a PC. 
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Reagan McDonald, senior

“The majority of the 
world still uses PCs, 
so using a PC myself 
ensures greater 
connectivity.”

Parker Berg, junior

 i’d like to address some-
thing before i begin my rant, which 
is that PC users are unfortunately 
correct in accusing Macs of being 
‘cool’. i simply must concede their 
point, and have no rebuke for this 
claim; having both an iPhone and 
a MacBook, i myself must be very 
‘cool,’ by their standards, another 
acusation that i admit has merit. 
Apple’s appeal to the ‘cool’ crowd 
is totally effective, sadly, and for 
this we have earned the scarlet let-
ter C. it’s a burden that everyone 
with a Mac must bear.
 it’s not just that Apple’s 
products are ‘cool’, it’s all those 
lousy "aws in their technology that 
remove the vitality from my argu-
ment. First off, that darn iPhone is 
such a complete and utter failure of 
a cellular device. i mean, what kind 
of useless piece causes every other 
phone company to waste millions 
of dollars attempting to create po-
tential ‘competitors for the iPhone’, 

and yet after three years the thing 
remains the leader of innovation in 
handheld technology? it’s just plain 
unsportsmanlike. At least give the 
other companies a !ghting chance. 
 Another valid concern of 
the PC userbase is that this iPhone 
thing might just be a little TOO 
advanced. What if Apple becomes 
self-aware, realizing that its closest 
rival is the Google phone, a virtual 
brick with buttons, and begins rebel-
ling against humanity? We have no 
defense against such a convenient 
and powerful yet pocket-sized and 
wieldly menace. it very well may 
be a herald of the iPocalypse.
 But let’s be rational here; no 
matter what Mac comes out with, 
there’s no way it could compete 
with the invincible PC. Windows 
is even a better name than Apple, 
what kind of computer is named af-
ter a fruit? Windows, after all, are 
much more see-through, easier to 
break, and more expensive to re-
pair, which is de!nitely NOT a par-
allel to PCs.

 i have no qualms with the 
operating systems of PCs and Macs, 
Windows and OSX disrespectively, 
because knowing anything about 
how operating systems work would 
makes me a nerd, which would 
make me smart, which would mean 
that i don’t own any Apple devic-
es. instead, i’m vain, a sucker for 
a sleek and sturdy system with an 
‘easier’ way to operate. Who would 
want that? isn’t using a computer 
supposed to be a challenge? im-
possible to both the young and old 
alike? There’s simply no reason for 
anything to be as easy as reaching 
out and touching a button, like with 
Mac devices.
 Finally, with all that out of 
the way, i can start to somehow de-
fend the bruised honor of Apple, 
probably with nothing to stand on. 
in fact, nevermind, there’s no point 
in attempting to prove the superior-
ity of the faster, more convenient, 
and ‘cooler’ product.
 P.S. This article was written 
entirely on a MacBook.

I’m a PC

“In my world, 
everyone’s an 
iPhone, and they all 
download apps and 
shoot butter!ies"”

S P E A K!!O U T

And Windows  7 was My Idea

iArticle
Let He Without PC Buy The First iPhone

by Sam Dow
iStaff Writer

by Wilson Spence
Opinion Editor

by Ben Cristol
Opinion Writer

 

continued from page 1
He promised to refrain from vot-
ing on healthcare reform and other 
measures supported by the Obama 
Administration that many of these 
Massachusetts voters didn’t support. 
With unprecedented support for a 
Republican candidate, Brown won 
the election by a substantial six-point 
lead. 
 Immediately following 
Brown’s win, voters and politicians 
alike were dubious as to the status of 
healthcare reform. Brown’s victory 
preempted the Democratic super-
majority in the Senate that would al-
low blockage of Republican !libus-
ters to healthcare reform.  Initially, 
President Obama and Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, leaders of healthcare reform 
legislation, promised to salvage cer-
tain aspects of the healthcare reform 
bill. Several days later, Pelosi real-
ized that this goal was unattainable 
and announced that a more biparitsan 
approach would be taken to create a 
new healthcare reform bill.
 Scott Brown’s victory on 
Tuesday was simply a referendum. 
The people of Massachuetts, many of 
whom voted for the current adminis-
tration, decided that they were unhap-
py with the direction of the current 
administration and re"ected that in 
their votes. This election, along with 
the recent gubernatorial elections in 
New Jersey and Virginia, should send 
a strong message of dissatisfaction to 
Washington D.C. Hopefully changes 
will be made in the current adminis-
tration to accomodate the "uctuating 
opinions of the American people. 
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 Everyone knows at least the 
basics of Mardi Gras; there are beads 
involved, alcohol consumption, for 
those of us of the legal age, and New 
Orleans-themed parties. That’s a 
pretty good foundation, but there’s 
a bunch of celebrating going on and 
too many people don’t really know 
why they’re celebrating, or even for 
what.
 Mardi Gras is French for “Fat 
Tuesday”. The English used to call 
it Shrove Tuesday or Pancake Day, 
a very apt and expected name from 
the English, and the Germans call it 
Fastnachtkuchen, or just Fastnacht, 
for short. Pre-Christian Romans 
celebrated The Carnival, the very 
root of Mardi Gras. In their festival, 
they’d burn the ef!gy of the king of 
ancient Saturnalia, an ugly “person-
age of Saturn and the master of rev-
els”.
 The French came up with Fat 
Tuesday from using all the fats in the 

home prior to Lent, a period of ab-
staining from favorites for 40 days; 
a tradition that would not die when 
ancient Roman Catholic practices 
were lifted in the Middle Ages dur-
ing the Reformation era in Europe.
 Thanks to the French, it’s 
also how Americans have come to 
celebrate the Mardi Gras we know 
today. Remember when New Or-
leans hit the list of Well Known 
Basics? Remember who explored 
Louisiana in 1699? Good job. The 
French. They celebrated it along the 
Mississippi River and over the years 
it spread like wild!re in the U.S. 
involving all sorts of people in our 
melting pot of cultures.
 The Carnival from the Ro-
mans was notorious for the switched 
roles of society. Peasants would act 
as royalty and aristocrats would play 
the servants. Mardi Gras is the day 
where all Average Joes get to play 
the Aristocrat with their pretty bead-
ed necklaces. Originally, the beads 
were made of glass, but the fault in 

this was discovered in the tradition 
of throwing them off of "oats in pa-
rades by Krewe members into the 
crowd. We’ve now evolved to plas-
tic "ying at our faces when we call 
out the traditional words, “Throw 
me something, Mister!”
 Lest we forget the religious 
value, Fat Tuesday is the end of The 
Carnival, a celebration that begins 
the Twelfth Night of Christmas, or 
Jan. 6.  The next day is known as 
Ash Wednesday, the beginning of 
Lent.
 You’ve just had a crash course 
in Mardi Gras 101 and can, in good 
conscious, celebrate the holiday with 
all your friends who are still oblivi-
ous for why they’re wearing plastic 
around their necks with masks rep-
resenting the king of Saturnalia tied 
to their faces, and choking down that 
spicy seafood that makes Louisiana 
cuisine so famous. 

P.S.8

Mardi Gras 101

Af rmative!Action!Still!Necessary!in!Today’s!World

By the Numbers

70 number of school 
days until graduation 

8 number of consecu-
tive years Whiz Quiz has 
won the City Champion-
ship.

by Susan Costa
Editor-In Chief

 

by Hannah Coble
Opinion Writer

Af!rmative action, de-
!ned by the Stanford En-
cyclopedia of Philosophy 
is positive steps taken to 

increase the representation of women 
and minorities  in areas of employ-
ment, education, and business from 
which they have been historically ex-
cluded. Af!rmative action de!ned by 
some teenagers applying for college 
and scholarships, is minorities receiv-
ing undeserved preferential treatment 
because of their ancestors’ suffering. 
I used to be a steadfast believer in the 
validity of the latter de!nition, but have 
recently come to the realization that af-
!rmative action, as frustrating as it may 
seem, may just be the best solution in 
combating one of America’s most prev-
alent and undying issues. 
 Prejudice seems to come about 
as naturaly to Americans as fascina-
tion with sports and celebrity cultures. 
Whether we like to admit it or not, we 
all live with prejudice; and it’s not al-
ways our fault or an inhibitor on our 

characters.  It is simply rooted from 
inherited ignorance, which is rooted 
from inherited circumstances. While 
we have come a long way in overcom-
ing the control prejudice once had over 
human rights, we have not made prog-
ress in eliminating it from our natural 
human instincts.  Every American may 
be guaranteed the right to life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness, but 
we don’t all get it because of the role 
prejudice sometimes plays in our lives. 
Some racial groups have not found as 
much success in America because they 
had been held back so much in the past, 
and although they may now be given 
equal rights, they are still held back by 
the prejudice that remains. 
 Young Americans grow up see-
ing the majority of their country’s praise 
and success go to the accomlishments 
and ideas of wealthy, Anglo, hetero-
sexual men. And this is simply because 
that group has been given the most op-
portunities in the past.  To add insult to 
injury, this observation only justi!es 
the prejudice beliefs and actions some 
children emulate from their parents.  So 

it’s no wonder prejudice seems to come 
so naturally to us because some of us 
have grown up associating race, for 
example, with what people are capable 
of doing.  Once diversity truly exists 
in society, we can have hope for future 
generations not to be predisposed to the 
concept of prejudice.  And af!rmative 
action seems to be one of the ways of 
bringing true diversity to American so-
ciety. 
 Being a teenager applying for 
college and scholarships, I have felt 
much frustration with the idea of af!r-
mative action.  I used to think it was 
wrong for race or gender to be a deter-
mining factor in the status of one’s ap-
plication.  However, I have come to the 
realization that af!rmative action, par-
ticularly regarding college acceptance, 
is in our best interest as a country. It  
does not just serve as retribution to 
races that have been historically mis-
treated in America, but is a mechanism 
to destroy prejudice in our country so 
we can all one day be harbored under 
its promise in offering liberty and jutice 
for all. 

Why you Celebrate with Cajun Cuisine and Beads


