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Inspiring America’s Youth

Students Experience the Nation’s Capitol

by Juana Guzman
‘ News Writerr

It is one thing to learn |
about what government does, al
another to actually watch govern
ment in action. Close-Up is a na
tional organization designed to el
courage young people to beconf®
informed citizens through a “closef.
up” experience of democracy. l

“Students have the oppor}

took a week-long trip to Washing
ton D.C. under one of the progra
of the Close-Up organization.

“It was nice to have so man
students from different cultura
backgrounds discussing politic
without judgment,” junior Hillary-
Dohoney said. s

There, they held a mock{=
Congress, learned about the Co
gressional process, and held d
bates with other groups from acrog ;
the country. They also visited wal _ « - . s P

memorials and monuments, spenthschal Close-Up students brave the cold in front of the nation's Supreme

day in Capitol Hill, and had a pri-Court building in Washington D.C. Twenty-one students and three teacher

vate tour of the Supreme Court.  sponsors went on the trip this year.
“We had so many great ex-

An Upset In Massachusetts

What does this mean for the Democratic Party?

photo by Ms. Eaton

tives belonging to the Democratic
\ opmonvier Party. It seemed that this traditiofly vatthew Richardson

On Tues. Dec. 19, peoplewould be perpetuated with the re- \
across the country were !xated orcent senatorial election. Martha
the special election in MassachuCoakley, the democratic nominee,

by Ben Cristol

Sports Writer
With a little over lve min

setts to determine the replacememtas the former state attorney gen-
of the late senator, Edward Keneral and clear front-runner for the”
nedy. During his tenure, Kennedyast few months.
was known for his commitment to Mere weeks ago, Republi-
social issues including healthcarean candidate Scott Brown begaré5
reform. Under the current Obamdo pick up momentum. Brown ap-
administration, healthcare refornpeared to be very personable and
has been heavily emphasized arretlatable, gaining endorsement%I
with signilcant democratic majori from prominent Massachusetts-lg
ties in both houses of Congress, itres such as former Red Sox pla
seemed like a healthcare reform bir Curt Schilling. Most important
would !nally pass. though was his ability to appeal td
Ironically, the Tuesday nightdisgruntled independent and mod-

ass.

election to replace Kennedy had therate voters who make up a signi!
potential to jeopardize the cause th&ant voting block in the state.
Kennedy so tirelessly promoted.

f his life. Finally, the Colts were
edged into a crucial third and !ve.siana Superdome in New Orleans
anning threw the ball to his numwas a shelter to approximately
ber one receiver Reggie Wayne, bi0,000 stranded Hurricane Katrina
it wasn't Wayne who caught theVictims. The city was left in ruins

periences, but my most memora-
ble was our afternoon spent at the
J.Edgar Hoover FBI building,” Ms.
Eaton said.

Not only was the group in-
troduced to government activities
and historic sites, this year, they
also had an opportunity to meet the
FBI's assistant director, Ms. Reyn-
old’s brother in-law, who spoke to
them about his career.

Other  programs  under
Close-Up include longer trips dur-
ing the year and summer programs
for high school and middle school
students, as well as teachers.

“Close-Up was areally great
experience for me. It was awesome
seeing the government in action and
it de!lnitely helped me understand
how our country works a lot better,”
junior Emily Hegi said.

In today’s society, apathy
among the youth seems to be a ris-
ing problem. Organizations like
Close-Up put effort into showing
America’s youth what role they
play in democracy, according to the
organization’s website.

ho Dat Nation Celebrates

Drew Brees and the Saints Win it All

Indy into a 14 point hole. Manning
led the offense back to the redzone,
but it was too little too late. Down

utes left in the fourth quarter of Suby 14, the Colts had to be so aware
er Bowl XLIV, Peyton Manning of the game clock that they weren’t
was on a mission to score a touckven able to capitalize on the red-
down and tie the game. Manningzone attempt. After a fourth down

our time NFL MVP and Superincompletion, the Saints knew they
owl XLI MVP, began the drive had !nally won the Super Bowl.

In August 2005, the Loui-

and the stadium was literally falling

In a play that will go down apart. The Saints and New Orleans
,in Indianapolis infamy, Tracy Por-were devastated by Katrina, which
ter of the New Orleans Saints interwas one of the costliest and deadli-
cepted Manning's pass. Not only digst hurricanes in U.S. history.

his interception steal a chance for
Indianapolis to tie the game, he ran
the ball back for a pick six and put

Massachusetts has consis-
tently been a very blue state with
the majority of federal representa-

continued on page 7

continued on page 6



2

Feb. 12, 2010

News

The Pantherette

Whiz Quiz Reigns Supreme

Paschal Wins City Championship Once Again

Poe, quotes, and animals.

by Juana Guzman i
Questions asked

[ News Writer in

Southwest, Arlington Heights, and!i2m said.

Dunbar competed in the Whiz Quiz
semi-Inals for the City Champion
ship. Out of the four high schools,
Paschal and Southwest succeed” 10, 15, and 20.
ed in advancing to the !nals. OnS h I 1d do-
Thurs. Jan 28, in the Inals match eel Ow well you would do: q
Paschal High School emerged vicd: FIOWers in a certain garden
torious for the eighth consecutiveV€"® S€en to close at midday dur-
year. ing a spectacular astronomical
occurrence. What was the event?

Every high school has a(5 points)

Whiz Quiz team (12 total) so we
play 11 matches during the fall,” .
co-sponsor Mrs. Waggoner said. 2-_While the lrst planes were
The team held weekly prac_Ia}nd-based, it was not long before
tices to prepare for every matchla'rcdr"ift Weret ablevt\(l)hta{ke off an%
and more intensely, for their Inal ‘2" ?tn V\|I|a§9r' 10 &l tare suc
match. As in years past, this year’?'rcra called? (10 points)
Inal Whiz Quiz competition was
broadcast on FWISD’s EdTV sta-
tion.

3. Who was the !rst female ruler
of England? (15 points)

“Paschal Whiz Quiz is the
smartest group of kids | know and4' What are the only three na-

it's awesome to go out your seniofONS with J'e_vws’t] popula_tlons of
year with a big win at district,” se- over one million? (20 points)
nior member Rayce Yanney said.

Each Whiz Quiz member is
expected to know a variety of triv-
ia, though some students excel in eIssny ‘|oBIS| ‘SIIEIS paun
particular categories of questions. .t Apooig 10 Jopny Atep 10 |

Some of the more specilc catego e ¢ soueid eas -z asdipa rejos T
ries include "owers, Edgar Allan ‘SIamMsuy

the)
matches are from “every conceiv-
On Wed. Jan 27 Paschalable category,” co-sponsor Mr. Gil-

Points awarded for each
question depend on the diflculty
level of the question and vary from

Above: Mrs. Waggoner coaches team members sophomore Chris Melton,
senior Anand Jani, senior Rayce Yanney, and senior Isaac Manning before their
Whiz Quiz match after school in January. Below: freshman Paul Vonderhaar,
sophomore Leigh Larson, and freshman Dominic Yurk confer before giving their
answer to a question during a match against Northside.

photos by Kurstyn Park
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A Brief History of the Pagan Holiday We All Love (or Hate
[







Drew Brees and the Saints Win it All

ASKAN

THLETE

to testing my gol!ng abilities
against some of the best col-
lege golfers in the country.”

How do you
feel about
signing
an athletic
“snor oo SCholarship
“Great, I'm looking forward

to college?

Tyler Nurdin
Senior, baseball
“Its exciting; it's nice to
be able to go to a school

almost for free.”
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I'ma PC
And Windows 7 was My Idea

~

The Pantherette

and yet after three years the thing i have no qualms with the
I remains the leader of innovation inoperating systems of PCs and Macs,
i'd like to address some-handheld technology? it’s just plainWindows and OSX disrespectively,
thing before i begin my rant, whichunsportsmanlike. At least give thebecause knowing anything about
is that PC users are unfortunatelpther companies a !ghting chance.how operating systems work would
correct in accusing Macs of being Another valid concern of makes me a nerd, which would
‘cool’. i simply must concede their the PC userbase is that this iPhonmake me smart, which would mean
point, and have no rebuke for thighing might just be a little TOO that i don’t own any Apple devic-
claim; having both an iPhone andadvanced. What if Apple becomess. instead, i'm vain, a sucker for
a MacBook, i myself must be veryself-aware, realizing that its closest sleek and sturdy system with an
‘cool,” by their standards, anotherrival is the Google phone, a virtual‘easier’ way to operate. Who would
acusation that i admit has meritbrick with buttons, and begins rebelwant that? isn’t using a computer
Apple’s appeal to the ‘cool’ crowd ling against humanity? We have nsupposed to be a challenge? im-
is totally effective, sadly, and fordefense against such a conveniemiossible to both the young and old
this we have earned the scarlet leand powerful yet pocket-sized andalike? There’s simply no reason for
ter C. it's a burden that everyonewieldly menace. it very well may anything to be as easy as reaching
with a Mac must bear. be a herald of the iPocalypse. out and touching a button, like with
it's not just that Apple’s But let’s be rational here; noMac devices.
products are ‘cool’, it's all those matter what Mac comes out with, Finally, with all that out of
lousy "aws in their technology thatthere’s no way it could competethe way, i can start to somehow de-
remove the vitality from my argu- with the invincible PC. Windows fend the bruised honor of Apple,
ment. First off, that darn iPhone isis even a better name than Appleprobably with nothing to stand on.
such a complete and utter failure ofvhat kind of computer is named af-in fact, nevermind, there’s no point
a cellular device. i mean, what kindter a fruit? Windows, after all, arein attempting to prove the superior-
of useless piece causes every othemuch more see-through, easier tdy of the faster, more convenient,
phone company to waste millionsbreak, and more expensive to reand ‘cooler’ product.

of dollars attempting to create po-pair, which is de!nitely NOT a par P.S. This article was written
tential ‘competitors for the iPhone’, allel to PCs. entirely on a MacBook.
SPEAKINIOUT
“In my world, “The majority of the
everyone’s an world still uses PCs,
iPhone, and they all so using a PC myself
download apps and ensures greater
shoot butterlies™ connectivity.”

Reagan McDonald, senior

Parker Berg, junior
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Af rmative!Action!StilllNecessarylinlToday’s!World

by Susan Costa
| Editor-In Chief

Mardi Gras 101

home prior to Lent, a period of abthis was discovered in the tradition
I staining from favorites for 40 daysf throwing them off of "oats in pa
Everyone knows at least the tradition that would not die wherrades by Krewe members into the
basics of Mardi Gras; there are beadsicient Roman Catholic practicesrowd. We've now evolved to plas-
involved, alcohol consumption, forwere lifted in the Middle Ages dur-tic "ying at our faces when we call
those of us of the legal age, and Neimg the Reformation era in Europe. out the traditional words, “Throw
Orleans-themed parties. Thats a Thanks to the French, it'sme something, Mister!”
pretty good foundation, but there'slso how Americans have come to Lest we forget the religious
da bunch of celebrating going on andelebrate the Mardi Gras we knowalue, Fat Tuesday is the end of The
too many people don't really knowtoday. Remember when New OrCarnival, a celebration that begins
why they're celebrating, or even foleans hit the list of Well Known the Twelfth Night of Christmas, or
what. Basics? Remember who exploredan. 6. The next day is known as
Mardi Gras is French for “FatLouisiana in 1699? Good job. TheAsh Wednesday, the beginning of
Tuesday”. The English used to calFrench. They celebrated it along theent.
Si_t Shrove Tuesday or Pancake Dalississippi River and over the years You've justhad acrash course
ﬁvery apt and expected name froih spread like wild!lre in the U.S. in Mardi Gras 101 and can, in good
e English, and the Germans call involving all sorts of people in ourconscious, celebrate the holiday with
Fastnachtkuchen, or just Fastnachmelting pot of cultures. all your friends who are still oblivi-
for short. Pre-Christian Romans The Carnival from the Ro-ous for why they're wearing plastic
celebrated The Carnival, the verynans was notorious for the switchedround their necks with masks rep-
root of Mardi Gras. In their festival,roles of society. Peasants would acesenting the king of Saturnalia tied
they’d burn the eflgy of the king of as royalty and aristocrats would playo their faces, and choking down that
ancient Saturnalia, an ugly “personthe servants. Mardi Gras is the dagpicy seafood that makes Louisiana
age of Saturn and the master of rewhere all Average Joes get to plaguisine so famous.
els”. the Aristocrat with their pretty bead-
The French came up with Faed necklaces. Originally, the beads
Tuesday from using all the fats in thevere made of glass, but the fault in




