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PTA Re!ections art contest partici -
pants were honored with a luncheon 
in the library April 7.

Students Raise the Bar for Academics
UIL, Science Fair Participants Advance to Regionals

By the
Numbers

34
Number of school 
days left until Summer 
vacation

8
Number of new 
Pantherette staff 
members for 2010

191  
Total number of 
donors who 
participated in the 
April 1 blood drive

 Paschal !exed its academic 
muscles at the district UIL and re-
gional science fair competitions 
held March 27-30.  Multiple stu-
dents showed their determination 
to reinforce Paschal’s reputation for 
academic excellence.  
 In the district UIL compe-
tition Paschal’s teams had a strong 
showing in multiple categories, 
even sweeping some.  All the stu-
dents who placed "rst, second, or 
third will advance to the regional 
competition in Lubbock April 23-
25.  The following students won in 
the categories listed:
• Calculator Applications: Junior 
Rayce Yanney placed second, 
sophomore Sai Gourisankar placed 

fourth.  As a team, Paschal placed 
second.
• Current Issues and Events:  Se-
nior Beto Natera placed "rst, senior 
Danielle McCown placed third, and 
senior Steven Silverberg placed 
fourth.  As a team, Paschal placed 
"rst.
• Computer Science:  Senior Pina-
ki Bose placed "rst, junior David 
Vreeland placed second, and sopho-
more Drew Kelley placed third.  As 
a team, Paschal placed "rst.
• Mathematics:  Sai Gourisankar 
placed "rst, Rayce Yanney placed 
second, David Vreeland placed 
third, and freshman Matthew Rob-
erts placed fourth.  As a team, Pas-
chal placed "rst.

continued on page 3

Lady Panthers 
Continue Success

Girls Soccer Advances to Area Playoffs

          After a two hour trek to 
Abilene, the Paschal girls soccer 
team gave their all but came up just 
a bit short in a 2-0 loss to Midland 
High School. Still, these panthers 
can hold their heads high with the 
knowledge of the completion of a 
successful season, and a great "rst 
round victory over Arlington High. 
       Posting a 21-4 record overall, 
Paschal cruised through regular sea-
son play, winning a district cham-
pionship in the process. The team, 
who had placed high expectations 
upon themselves at the beginning 
of the season, lived up to the hype 
and was one of the tougher teams in 
the region. Paschal also managed to 
snag a "rst round victory over Ar-
lington High (11-5-4) with a score 
of 2-0. 
 Throughout the season, Pas-
chal showed why they are a tough 
team to beat by showcasing their 
defense and early scoring. The 
girls got on the  board early with a 
marvelous pass from senior Mor-
gan Coffey to freshman Madeline 
Hamm, who drilled the ball into the 
back of the net. 
 Hamm, who throughout the 
year has had somewhat of a knack 

for getting the sphere in the back of 
the net, scored her 21st goal of the 
season. 
 Not to be outdone, junior 
Micayla Brown added to Paschal’s 
lead by scoring at the end of the "rst 
half, notching her 20th goal of the 
season.
     “Our theme all year has been to 
score early and establish the pace,” 
head coach Rick Adams said short-
ly after Paschal’s "rst round victory. 
“It forces the other team to adjust 
to us rather than us adjust to them... 
I’d say about two-thirds of the time 
this year we’ve been able to not 
only score in the "rst half, but the 
"rst 10 minutes.” 
      Although this team’s “get ahead 
early” style did not work against 
Midland, throughout the year Pas-
chal was a formidable opponent 
and was known for its tenacious 
defense, shutting out many teams 
behind senior goal keeper Michelle 
Ingold’s steady leadership. 
 These panthers  will be 
missing quite of few of these se-
niors next year.  Paschal will be los-
ing seven seniors to graduation  and 
losing valuable talent and experi-
ence. For next season the freshman, 
sophomores, and juniors

continued on page 6

Celebrating Hip hop Culture in South Fort Worth

 Wall-shaking rhythms heard 
from a mile away encompass a 
weathered purple and gold colored 
gym. In the middle of the room, 
performers with bohemian rou-
tines display supernatural amounts 
of speed, rhythm, and vigor on the 
dance !oor. Out back, artists both 
young and old spray colored rain 
onto mounted plywood. This was 
the diverse, thriving environment 
that was Artifacts’ “History in the 
Making: Volume 2”, held March 
28.
 Sponsored by the silk-screen 
company “Artifacts,” this event 
served as a gathering of the four 
elements of hip hop culture: graf-
"ti, dj/mixing, breakdancing, and 
rapping.  Filled with Fort Worth’s 
"nest performers and artists in all 
these categories, onlookers were 

able to witness products of urban 
culture that have been celebrated in 
the United States as far back as the 
1970s.
 I walked in the gym doors at 
around noon, and immediately felt 
the sensation of old school hip hop 
beats pulsing through the soles of 
my shoes. Since I had arrived only 
30 minutes after the doors opened, 
the dance !oor wasn’t offering 
much excitement.
 After bobbing my head to 
the thump of the bass for a little 
while, I ventured into the three side 
rooms linked to the gym. Inside 
were canvases, pieces of cardboard, 
and even broken skateboards, all 
painted with vivid colors hanging 
from the walls. They were works 
by the graf"ti artists that admirers 
could purchase and take home.
 

continued on page 4

Paschal students who participated in the district UIL meet and science fair on 
March 27-30 won multiple team and individual awards and many will be advanc-
ing to the next round of regional competition later this month.   

Paschal Showcases 
Academic Strengths

History, the Second Time Around

photo by Kurstyn Park
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 The Juilliard School is the 
world’s most renowned performing 
arts college, accepting fewer than 
30 students a year for ballet. Grad-
uates move on to become well-
known dancers and choreographers 
endowed with an elite reputation. 
Juilliard is widely regarded as one 
of the most dif"cult schools to gain 
acceptance to. However, Paschal’s 
own Tyler Phillips went through 
the rigorous application and audi-
tion process and will be venturing 
to New York City in the fall.

Pantherette: How long have you 
wanted to go to Juilliard?
Tyler:  I have always found the 
idea of going to Juilliard extremely 
appealing, but I never thought I had 
a chance of getting in. It wasn’t un-
til a trip I took this summer that I 
knew it was where I wanted to be. 
Since then, I have been working so 
hard to make my goal come true.

Pantherette: How did you ap-
ply?
Tyler:  I applied for the school on-
line and auditioned in Houston. The 
audition consisted of four segments 
each followed by a cut. There were 
about 50 people at my audition and 

seven made it through all of the 
cuts, which meant we were "nal-
ists. Out of all the people who au-
ditioned in all of the different cities 
(about 700 people) there were an 
estimated 50 "nalists. 

Pantherette: How long have you 
been dancing?
Tyler:  I started dancing when I 
was two [years old] after seeing my 
sister’s dance recital, and I have 
been in love ever since. I couldn’t 
imagine doing anything else with 
my life. I have been performing 
recitals and [doing] competitions 
since I started dancing, but my 
"rst professional performance was 
when I was eight and I danced in 
Debbie Allen’s “Pepito’s Story,” 
I have been in two Nutcrackers at 
Bass Hall and my most recent per-
formance was this past summer. I 
danced as a guest with the Metro-
politan Classical Ballet in Arling-
ton at Bass Hall.

Pantherette:    Are you nervous 
about going to Juilliard?
Tyler:   Let’s see, I am going to 
school with 23 of the best dancers 
in the world (12 girls and boys are 
accepted each year.)...of course I 
am nervous. But it’s the best kind 
of nervous ever. This opportunity is 

absolutely amazing and I refuse to 
take it for granted.

Pantherette:  Do you think going 
to Paschal has had an in!uence 
on you being accepted?
Tyler:      I am one of the only kids 
in my class from a public school. 
But despite contrary belief, Juil-
liard does care about academics. 
So I am glad that I went to Paschal 
because it has a very good reputa-
tion in that area.

Pantherette:   How did you cele-
brate when you learned you were 
accepted?  
Tyler:    I called basically every-
one in my phone. I was a mess, I 
honestly did not expect it at all. 
I knew being a "nalist gave me 
a good chance but they pick 12  
guys, that’s a pretty small number# 
I haven’t had any real celebrations 
though. I think the feeling of get-
ting in was enough of a celebration 
for a lifetime.

Pantherette:  What will you do 
after Juilliard?
Tyler:     After Juilliard I will be 
signed with a contemporary ballet 
or modern company. My ultimate 
dream company is the Netherlands 
Dance Theatre. I eventually want 

to start choreographing and either 
open up my own company or teach 
at a school like Juilliard.

Pantherette:  Will you tell the 
other students at the school how 
awesome Paschal High School 
was?
Tyler:   Being one of the only kids 
from a public school I de"nitely 
will have lots of different experi-
ences from high school to share.

Tyler Phillips and the Great Juilliard Adventure
Sam Dow

News Editor

Paschal Student Accepted to World Renowned Theater Arts School

Senior Tyler Phillips gives two thumbs 
up in excitement for his future at Juil-
liard.  photo by Kurstyn Park
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• Number Sense:  Sai Gourisankar 
placed "rst, Rayce Yanney placed 
second and Matthew Roberts placed 
third.  As a team, Paschal placed 
"rst.
• Ready Writing:  Senior Sophia 
Nguyen placed "rst.
• Spelling and Vocabulary:  Senior 
Juhee Bae placed fourth, senior 
Laura Zinke placed "fth, and junior 
Emily Bruner placed sixth.  As a 
team, Paschal placed second.  
 In the Fort Worth regional 
science fair, Paschal students dem-
onstrated that they were no less 
successful. Senior Pinaki Bose was 
awarded the Governor’s Science 
Academy Scholarship for his "rst 
place win in the physics and astron-
omy category. 
 “This year was special for 
me because it was my very last year 
participating in science fair,” he 
said.  “However, even after so many 
years, the thrill of winning never 
wears off.”
 Pinaki’s winning project in-
volved studying, by means of a com-
puter simulation program he wrote, 
how the solar system behaves in the 

Milky Way galaxy.  
 He hopes to pursue this in-
terest in college.
 “In the future, I would like 
to be writing computer simulations, 
perhaps for studying advanced 
chemical processes that occur inside 
biological systems which make life 
possible,” he said.
 He said his project could not 
have been possible had it not been 
for the guidance of his teachers Dr. 
Reidl, Mrs. Antinone,  and Mrs. Re-
imer.

 
 Five other students partici-
pated in the fair, all of whom placed 
in the top three in their categories. 
• Sai Gourisankar and Drew Kel-
ley placed "rst in team projects and 
third best of fair.
• Freshman Jack Dewar placed third 
in earth science.
• Freshman Duncan Grif"n placed 
third in behavorial science.
• Freshman Henry Manning placed 
second in mechanical engineering.
 

Paschal Winterguard wins 
Competition

The Paschal Winterguard team re-
ceived !rst place at the North Texas 
Colorguard Association Champion-

ships on March 27.

Band Soars at UIL

Symphonic Band and Wind En-
semble brought home multiple 
awards on April 8.  Symphonic 

Band received straight 1s in sight-
reading and Wind Ensemble earned 
straight 1s earning the sweepstakes 

trophy.  This is the third year in a 
row Paschal has been awarded the 

grand marching/concert trophy.

Paschal Sophomore wins 
Speech Contest

Sophomore Parker Berg participat-
ed in the Rotary Club’s Four-Way 
Speech Contest and received !rst 

place, winning a $100 prize.

Paschal Choir travels 

to Boston

Choir competed in the Heritage 
National Choral Festival Competi-
tion in Boston at the beginning of  

April and brought home 10 awards 
sweeping the special awards by win-

ning every trophy offered.

 NEWS
BRIEFS Andrew Garrison

News Writer

Students Raise the Bar for Academics
UIL, Science Fair Participants Advance to Regionals

Paschal’s science fair winners sophomore Sai Gourisankar, senior Pinaki Bose, 
freshman Jack Dewar, sophomore Drew Kelley, freshman Henry Manning, and 
freshman Duncan Grif!n. 

photo by Kurstyn Park
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The One Thing More Rare Than a Tension-
      Free Sibling Relationship

 Anyone who is not an only 
child knows that the complexities of 
the relationship they share with their 
sibling(s) are incomprehensible to any-
one outside the family and equally dif-
"cult to explain.  It is a rare achieve-
ment in "lm when any relationship 
on-screen feels genuine through its 
writing and acting, and even rarer 
when this happens in the portrayal of 
a relationship between siblings. Some 
"lms have distinguished themselves as 
successful in this task, and two made 
in the last "ve years have executed this 
skill superbly.
 Margot at the Wedding, direct-
ed by Noah Baumbach and starring Ni-
cole Kidman and Jennifer Jason Leigh 
documents the "rst weekend Margot 
(Kidman) and her sister Pauline (Leigh) 
reunite after a long estrangement. 
 Out of all the movies I have 
ever seen, this one has made the most 
accurate portrayal of the complex rela-
tionship that lies between siblings. Un-
like what you may see in other movies 
of the “family” genre, Margot at the 
Wedding’s actors do more than depict 
the exterior layer of their relationship, 
and the script does more than recount 
childhood memories to create an emo-
tional history in which the audience 
can invest themselves.
  The audience is placed into 
this home video-style "lm like a young 
distant cousin arriving late for a family 
reunion and confusedly watching the 
dysfunction unfold. The relationship 
between the two sisters becomes so be-
lievable through their hostility towards 
each other as they have an unresolved 
"ght hanging over their heads. This is 

evident through the clever, trivial at-
tacks  made at one another, the analyti-
cal insults made behind each other’s 
backs, their freed confrontations, and 
the evocation of character !aws only 
apparent to each other. However, in 
between moments of tension and under 
the most bizarre circumstances, abrupt 
moments of joy and nostalgia show 
just how unshakable their bond is. 
 The Darjeeling Limited, di-
rected by Wes Anderson and starring 
Owen Wilson, Jason Schwartzman, 
and Adrien Brody accounts the “spiri-
tual journey” of three semi-estranged 
brothers through India. 
 Considering how different the 
three actors look, the initial assumption 
about the "lm is that the relationship 
between the brothers would not be be-
lievable and the acting would be hard 
to watch. However, what believability 
the "lm lacks in the actors’ portrayal 
as brothers physically (through similar 
looks, mannerisms, etc.) it makes up 
for in the speci"c issues and obstacles 
presented among them.  
 The "rst most apparent issue 
concerns their late father’s unbalanced 
affection among them and the resulting 
resentment stirred up. As the "lm pro-
gresses, it explores the underlying issue 
of siblings growing older and realizing 
the vast differences between them. 
They come to the sad realization that 
the only thing they do have in common 
is their parents and even the memory 
of them differs amongst each other. 
However, this leads to the discovery 
that, although they are very different 
people, their fading bond will always 
connect them more to each other than 
to any other human being. 
 

 The eternal sandwich is of-
ten the best way on Berry to sate 
one’s hunger, but it’s easy to get 
caught between the same old two 
slices of bread. Like me, you might 
have made a habit of eating at the 
same sandwich place over and over 
again, but there are lots of options 
on Berry to explore. I’ve recently 
braved the perils of parallel park-
ing and second-class lettuce on a 
quest to seek out the most worthy 
‘wich’ on the street. What follows is 
a quick jot about what you can ex-
pect to "nd at each of the sandwich 
shops on W. Berry Street, including 
taste, price, and atmosphere.  
                   Potbelly
While this location is technically 
located on University, that hasn’t 
prevented it from being a favorite 
of Paschal students. At $4.40 for 
a crisp, toasted sandwich, it’s one 
of the best affordable options, but 
it can get a bit bland after a while.   
Also, if you get as hungry as I do, 
a Potbelly sandwich just isn’t very 
"lling, and the only cheap side op-

tion is a bag of chips. While the 
Wednesday baked potato soup is 
excellent, it will considerably jack-
up the price of your lunch if you’re 
still hungry after the sandwich.  
                Which Wich?
Compared to the handful of choices 
at Potbelly, the variety here is ab-
solutely overwhelming. The unique 
bubble-in-what-you-want ordering  
style facilitates endless possibilities 
to choose from, all for $5.10.  One 
of the greatest aspects of this is that 
you can order virtually all the ex-
tra toppings you want with no extra 
charge. The homemade chips are 
also delicious. The restaurant can 
be a bit cramped though, and there 
are no comfy booths like those at 
Potbelly or relaxed lighting; the 
only other option is to sit outside 
with the sounds of traf"c.   
                     Lenny’s
It is here that one faces the perils of 
parallel parking if he doesn’t notice 
the empty lot at the store across the 
street. Lenny’s makes the most ex-
pensive sandwich I encountered in 
my travels, about $5.95. While it’s 
true that the sandwiches are fully 

packed and very "lling, the medio-
cre taste and lettuce can’t justify 
this in!ated price. It should be not-
ed however, that Lenny’s makes a 
mean Philly, and the restaurant has 
been generous in aiding Paschal 
fundraisers in the past.   
                  Loa"n’ Joe’s
This sandwich scene stays true to 
its name with benches facing a wall 
of !at screens that display the latest 
sports events, and a couple of com-
fy couches at the back.  This chillin’ 
atmosphere coupled with free wi-" 
earned big points even as I crossed 
the threshold.  There are lots of op-
tions here as well, not only in va-
riety, but in price. No matter what 
you get, be it the Smokin’ Joe, or 
the Country Club, expect it to melt 
in your mouth; the homemade bread 
makes these sandwiches both tasty 
and "lling.  Be advised, there’s ba-
con on pretty much everything, but 
there are also vegetarian options if 
you look for them.  The homemade 
chips are a must, though the brown-
ies could use some work... or milk. 
 
        

                        Subway         
By far the cheapest option of all 
sandwich alternatives and suppos-
edly the healthiest, Subway is now 
offering deals that even make side 
options more affordable.  As always 
though, you get what you pay for.    
You can almost taste the preserva-
tives in the tomatoes and the micro-
wave-like toaster used to zap your 
sandwich doesn’t seem to make it 
really crisp, or warm for that mat-
ter.   
        Quizno’s 
Much tastier than Subway, but ri-
diculously expensive, a ‘regular’ 
size sandwich here will cost you 
$5.99. So basically if you’re really 
hungry you’re "ned accordingly; if 
you try to show the owners a cou-
pon, they’ll give you a menacing 
stare.
 Although all of these loca-
tions are worth a try, Loa"n’ Joe’s 
is by far the best overall. There, you 
can enjoy a tasty and "lling sand-
wich in a relaxed atmosphere.  

 

Trevor Flynn
Life & Arts Writer

A Quest for the Ultimate Taste
Make me a Sammich!!

Charlie DeBolt
Life & Arts Writer

continued from page 1
 Outside, the basis for the 
event was already progressing. 
Graf"ti artists from around the Me-
troplex had !ocked to the backyard 
of the ancient Southside Fort Worth 
building to exhibit their live, legal 
aerosol painting. Among the fea-
tured artists were such renowned 
talents as Motion, Hindue, and 
Grasp. 
 These individuals, along 
with other brilliant artists, had spe-
ci"cally marked boards to paint 
on exclusively. However, because 
there were many aspiring artists 
at the event who wanted to dem-
onstrate their own skills, the event 
also marked off various “free” 
boards, open to anyone with their 
own paint.
 After a couple of hours, the 
gym, side rooms, and back area 
were over!owing with spectators. 
The traf"c was so bad that it was al-
most impossible to travel from one 
side of the gym to the other, mainly 
due to the mob of admirers circled 
around the various break dancers 
who had taken the !oor.
 In the back, almost all the 

boards had been covered from cor-
ner to corner, and artists using the 
“free” board had already buffed and 
repainted the large plywood boards 
a few times over. The exhilaration 
of the expo was still at full level 
when I left at around 5:00.
 With all the !ourishing en-
ergy and amazing talent present, 
everyone who attended will be sure 
to hold on to the memories obtained 
at “History in the Making: Volume 
2”.

History, the Second Time Around
Celebrating Hip Hop Culture in South Fort Worth    

A Fort Worth graf!ti artist puts the !nish -
ing touches on his piece.

photo by Charlie DeBolt
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Girls Soccer Ends Season Strong
Team advances to area playoffs in Abilene

Concert Calendar
Apr. 21 - Kevin Rudolf @ House of Blues, Dallas

Apr. 22 -  The Faint @ Granada Theatre, Dallas

Apr. 24 - Franz Ferdinand @ House of Blues, Dallas

Apr. 25 - Mae @ The Door, Dallas

Apr. 26 - Lamb of God @ The Palladium Ballroom, Dallas

Apr. 30 - Cake @ The Palladium Ballroom, Dallas
 
May 2 - Dave Matthews Band @ Superpages.com Center, 
Dallas

May 4 -  George Clinton & Parliament Funkadelic @ House 
of Blues, Dallas

May 5 - Snoop Dogg w/K!naan @ House of Blues, Dallas 
 
May 5 - Oh Sleeper, Iwrestledabearonce @ The Door, Dallas

May 5 - Flight of the Conchords @ Nokia Theatre, Grand 
Prairie

May 17 - TV on the Radio @ House of Blues, Dallas

photos by Kurstyn Park

Open Mon.-Fri. 4:30pm-9pm
Sat. 10:30am-2:30pm

Closed Sun.

WolfPac Boxing Gym

while supplies last

Congratulations to the 
2009-2010 

Yearbook and 
Newspaper

Staffs! 

First workout is free!
Give us a call for more information

Left: Senior Morgan Coffey 
and junior Micayla Brown 
get the ball from their goalie, 
senior Michelle Ingold.

Below: Paschal sets up for a penalty kick against Mid-
land at the playoff game.

Right: An opponent from 
Midland tries to get the 
ball from sophomore Mary 
Bourland, but kicks it out of 
bounds.

Above: An opponent takes her penalty kick but Paschal 
blocks it.
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Beto Natera  

Sports Writer

The Business of Sports
Dark times loom ahead

         
       continued from page 1
           
have quite a bit of talent remain-
ing on the team with multiple 20- 
goal scorers returning in purple 
next year, it will lie squarely on the 
shoulders of these returning players 
to draw upon their experience from 
last year to continue Paschal’s tra-
dition of success. 
       With 11 returning players, 
the team has the ability to put out 
a veteran squad next season and 
has a bright future to look forward 
to. If young players like Madeline 
Hamm and rising seniors like Mi-
cayla Brown put in hard work this 
next off-season, the sky is the limit 
for the lady panthers. Still, off-
seasons are long, and the panthers 
don’t want it to begin on anything 
except a positive note.

     

These panthers could simply put 
their heads down and linger on the 
memory of a loss in Abilene or they 
can, as they are now doing, hold 
their heads high with pride and sat-

isfaction at a job well done, a suc-
cessful season, and the knowledge                        
that they have left their mark here 
at Paschal.

        Recently, 12 anonymous NBA 
teams have accepted the league’s 
offer to ask for a 200 million dol-
lar loan from JP Morgan bank. The 
league would then make 20 to 30 
million dollars available for the 
teams to make up for "nancial loss-
es sustained in this past "scal year.
        No matter how one looks at 
it, sports teams are businesses, and 
they must put out a good product 
that will attract a consumer to pay 
for that product.  The entire concept 
of a league functions like a separate 
economy, with different corpora-
tions competing for the consumer’s 
hard earned wages.  
 The problem is, the con-
sumer is playing a different game, 
and that game is to save as much 
money as possible because no one 
wants to be left out in the cold. This 
makes it increasingly more dif"cult 
for teams to make money and forces 
them to adapt accordingly by slash-

ing ticket prices.
          The NBA, which can effective-
ly be called the No-Benjamins-As-
sociation, is not alone. MLB is also 
facing dire "nancial times. Teams 
are having to cut costs left and right 
and the most effective manner in 
which to do this is by simply cutting 
players. This prevents them from 
being able to put out quality teams, 
which is not exactly conducive to 
increased ticket sales.
          The NFL, the TV juggernaut 
of the three big sports, is even expe-
riencing a bit of a downturn. In Ar-
lington, the Cowboys are opening a 
new stadium, with a large amount of 
executive suites and season tickets 
to sell. Unfortunately, owner Jerry 
Jones, who prides himself on being 
a great salesman, is having trouble 
getting rid of these “hot” seats. 
Prices for tickets have been slashed 
and advertising for season tickets 
focuses more on how “cheap” these 
seats really are.  
 Mavs owner Mark Cuban 

isn’t skipping out on price-slashing 
either, promising to further lower 
ticket prices to make games more 
affordable  in order to coax regular 
Joes into spending 30 to 80 dollars 
on a game. This still probably isn’t 
enough.
         The big three sports have  
grown too big. People can simply 
stay in the comfort of their homes 
and watch a game on a fancy hi-def 
TV instead of spending, on average, 
around 300 dollars on an excursion 
with family or friends to that same 
game. 
 With teams like the Yan-
kees, who spent nearly half a bil-
lion this past off-season on free 
agents, folding like a blade of grass 
against wind, we will begin to see 
more teams not being able to afford 
players and having to put a less than 
stellar product out every night. The 
likelihood of teams simply closing 
shop is higher than ever. 

Beto Natera
Sports Writer

Lack of upsets leads 
to dull NCAA 
tournament

Anthony Lopez
Sports Editor

 
 When I "lled out my bracket 
for the 2009 NCAA men’s basketball 
tournament, I thought it would end 
up like all the others I’ve "lled out; 
horribly and utterly wrong. But to my 
surprise, my bracket was pretty much 
accurate through and through, with 
just a few hiccups here and there, yet I 
couldn’t help but feel that this tourna-
ment didn’t measure up to those of the 
past. 
 The 2009 NCAA tournament 
provided no real major upsets, which 
is unexpected in a college basketball 
tournament. The only games people 
may consider an upset was Michigan 
State’s win over top-seeded Louis-
ville, and Cleveland State knocking 
off Wake Forest in the "rst round. 
Wake Forest was once ranked number 
one in the country, but at the end of the 
season they fell apart and crumbled 
under the pressure, which ultimately 
led to their downfall against Cleve-
land State. 
 As for Michigan State, they’ve 
been ranked in the top 10 for most of 
the season, so it’s not really an upset 
that they beat Louisville. The tourna-
ment was too predictable, with basi-
cally every team that was picked to 
win, winning. I couldn’t get excited 
about a tournament where there was 
no small, unknown school knocking 
off a powerhouse team, or where there 
were no crazy overtime thrillers. 
 Pre-season favorite North Car-
olina man-handled  every team in their 
path, leading them to their "fth NCAA 
championship. While I was somewhat 
surprised that I "nally picked the right 
team to win the whole tournament, 
I just couldn’t get into any of the 
games.
 This year’s tournament was 
less than stellar, yet it was nice to "-
nally be right for once. I wouldn’t 
have minded though if some lower 
seeded teams upset the top dogs in the 
tournament.

As season comes to an end, girls reminisce

What was 
your take 

on the 
season?“It was a disappointing 

end for the season, but I 
hope to come back and 
go farther next year.” 

Maddie Hamm
Freshman

Morgan Coffey
Senior

“This year has been a great 
experience. I have enjoyed 
my time on the soccer team 
and will miss it.”

Left:  The girls take a shot for a goal against Midland at the area playoff game in Abilene.  
Right:  Paschal sets up to block a shot from Midland.

                photos by Kurstyn Park

Traf c!Tickets!Defended
In Fort Worth, Arlington, Euless, Grapevine, Southlake, Hurst, 

Keller, Forest Hill, White Settlement, Colleyville, Bedford, North 
Richland Hills, Richland Hills, Watauga, Haltom City, Crowley, 
Mans"eld, Pantego, Dalworthington Gardens, and elsewhere in 

Tarrant County

JAMES R. MALLORY
Attorney At Law
(817) 924-3236
3024 Sandage

Fort Worth, TX 76109-1793
No promise as to results.

Any "ne and court costs are not included in fee for
legal representation.

www.JamesMallory.com



 
 Our planet is one in peril, a 
sphere of rock, water, and life that 
is being steadily consumed by its 
most prominent inhabitants and 
most notorious parasites. Our only 
safe haven in a macrocosm of quan-
tum proportions that is the universe 
is degrading at a rate set by none 
other than man. Rainforests burn 
and oceans ripped apart to satisfy 
man. Where is your outrage? Where 
is your shame? If I could take a 
guess…
 …I would say at the bot-
tom of a land"ll.  The environment 
is mankind’s sole guardian and na-
ture our provider and caretaker. De-
spite this important role the natural 
world plays in making life possible, 
we as a race insist on clearing forests 
to further the sprawl of suburbia, 
ravaging the atmosphere with fuel-
inef"cient vehicles, and spreading 
society’s waste across the land. We 
take for granted how fragile and in-
terrelated our planet’s ecosystems 
are and general ignorance prevents 
this story from making headlines in 
newspapers that will likely end up 

not being recycled. Watching from 
a falsely assumed safe “distance”, 
mankind continues to pollute our 
world, not understanding that it’s 
the only one we have.
 Recycle, Reuse, and Re-
peat. Taking an unbiased look at 
ways to save our environment and 
curb pollution will yield an answer 
to why mankind refuses to save the 
planet: laziness. Recycling all the 
aluminum cans thrown away in one 
year, which is  as easy as throwing it 
into the can NEXT to the trash can 
(it’s even labeled people#), would 
allow America to rebuild its com-
mercial air !eet. Driving a hybrid 
or non-gas-guzzler (*cough* Hum-
mer *cough*) will lower gas prices 
and decrease that pesky American 
dependence on foreign oil that your 
local congressman is always com-
plaining about. Buying reusable 
grocery bags would prevent the 
death of yet another tree.
 Ecosystems and Econo-
mies. “Going Green” in a modern 
world of economic woes is a smart 
investment and can bene"t your 
quality of life in addition to fatten-
ing your wallet. Riding a bike in-

stead of driving your car to work or 
school can give you thighs of steel 
and a lot of extra cash. Buying a 
hybrid or zero-emissions vehicle 
will not only save you money at the 
pump, but will also help weed out 
and eradicate failing car manufac-
turers who refuse to both carpool 
and to regear for 20th century car 
production. As oil and gas prices 
inevitably skyrocket this summer 
I hope to see you biking alongside 
me.
 After reading this article I 
can only hope that you have found 
your outrage, your shame, your 
disgust, and your disappointment. 
If we want to save the earth we 
must change our lifestyles and our 
culture. If we want our children to 
know what a polar bear looks like 
we must stop debating whether 
or not man-made global climate 
change “exists” and assume it is, 
regardless of our skepticism. What 
is the worst that could come from 
healthier ecosystems and cleaner 
air? And so I ask only one last favor 
of you: please recycle this newspa-
per when you’re done reading it#

 
  
 
 Back in elementary school, 
bake sales actually involved bak-
ing. You would spend the entire day 
before making a cake, in hopes that 
someone out there would be willing 
to buy it. Bake sales were a spec-
tacular site full of homemade cakes, 
cupcakes, milk and cookies, and so 
much more.
 Now? Not so much. They 
are the center of laziness. Rarely is 
an actual form of baking involved, 
apart from at the donut shop. An as-
sortment of sodas, chips, donuts, and 
packaged  muf"ns, sprawl across the 
table. No sign of anything healthy, 
except the occasional Nutri-Grain 
bar or fruit (which usually ends up 
not being sold).
 Bake sales provide an escape 
for both students and teachers alike 
to get away from the classroom. The 
only problem is that it is the same 
classes over and over and over: a 
never-ending cycle of lethargic peo-
ple procrastinating. 
 Of course, the reason I’m 
writing this article is because of the 
recent change in how bake sales are 
run. Now, they can only be held be-
fore and after school. A lot of people 
are upset, which makes sense. But 
what doesn’t make sense is why 
they are complaining to the wrong 
people.
 All I hear now in my classes 
is how stupid the change is, how it 
will cut so much of a certain club’s 
funding. Nothing is going to change 
if students just sit there and complain 
to their friends. 
 The decision made was a 
smart one. It cuts down on hallway 
traf"c during the middle of the day, 
it stops students from yelling in the 
halls while class is being held, and it 
keeps teachers actually teaching. 
 Students buy food from bake 
sales as their breakfast or as a snack 
before lunch. Instead of deciding to 
wait for lunch or eat a healthy snack 
before then, bake sales provide a 
gateway to the land of fat and sugar.  
 Yes, clubs and activities will 
lose funding, but the new rules of-
fer an opportunity for them to think 
of new, healthy alternatives to bake 
sales. The new rules also increase 
the amount of times organizations 
can have a bake sale a semester. So, 
it somehow adds up.
 Though, I admit, I will miss 
bake sales during the day. They were 
a way to talk to friends and hang 
out for about "ve minutes before re-
turning back to work. But still, they 
aren’t  anything I’ll miss too much.

Sometimes the Pope is Just Misunderstood

The PantheretteApril 17, 2009

Wilson Spence
Opinion Writer

7opinion

Satyajit Balial, Senior

Tim Prather
Opinion Editor

“His statements were 
harmful to solving the 
AIDS crisis in Africa. 
He should use more tact 
when speaking to his 
fellow Catholics.“

Lauren Studey, Junior

 
 Recently, Pope Benedict 
XVI, criticized for his recent re-
marks in Africa, has been bringing 
Catholics back to their traditionalist 
roots.  Reporters were so surprised 
by his comments, some even of-
fended, but do people really believe 
what the Pope says is unfounded?
 “That life is respected from 
the moment of natural conception 
to the moment of natural birth, we 
now pray.”  Catholics are viewed 
as those who are against abortion, 
against birth control.  Nobody ac-
knowledges the Church’s opposi-
tion to “unnatural death,” including 
euthanasia, murder, suicide, even 
the death penalty.  The beliefs tra-
ditionalist Catholics have held for 
centuries have not changed, but 
different Popes do tend to focus on 
different issues.
 Pope John Paul II was much 
loved and his death was crushing 
to many people of all religions.  
He was a fairly liberal Pope, as all 
Popes have been as of Vatican II.  
That is, until Benedict.  
 So it has come into question: 

what did Pope Benedict do that up-
set people so much?  In March, the 
Pope took a trip to Africa.  Dur-
ing his stop in Cameroon he stated 
that the Church did not agree with 
the use of contraceptives, even as 
protection against HIV and AIDS.  
Shocking?  In a country so plagued 
by this disease, why would he say 
something so controversial and po-
tentially harmful?  Because he’s the 
Pope.  That’s what the Pope is sup-
posed to say. 
 Gay communities rose up 
in protest, condoms were thrown 
on the steps of the Notre Dame, 
reporters everywhere criticized his 
remarks.  The problem is, everyone 
is criticizing his beliefs.  What is he 
expected to do? Declare birth con-
trol, forever condemned, to be sud-
denly a wonderful and bene"cial 
invention?  What people should be 
asking is why he brought up such a 
touchy topic at all.
 The Church may have these 
strong beliefs, but that’s not to say 
you can’t be a good Catholic and 
not always follow the rules.  If you 
led a sinful life and in some time 
contracted AIDS, then became a 

devout Catholic and got married, 
couldn’t you save your spouse from 
the disease?  As silly as it sounds, 
you can take a doctor’s note to your 
priest and he will give you permis-
sion to use contraceptives.  This be-
ing said, Benedict didn’t mention it 
to his audience in Africa.
 Did JPII (the beloved Pope 
John Paul) really not agree that 
contraceptives were immoral?  Ob-
viously, he too held the same stan-
dards the Church had.  He is still 
a good Catholic after all.  The dif-
ference is, he wouldn’t have men-
tioned condoms while visiting Af-
rica.  He would have avoided any 
such discussion and he would nev-
er suggest that AIDS victims quit 
using condoms.  He wouldn’t risk a 
life to make a point. 
 Pope Benedict has not apol-
ogized for his statements, but he 
shouldn’t be expected to do that.  
No, he shouldn’t have said what 
he did either, but there’s nothing 
he can do about that.  Next time, 
hopefully, he’ll be more careful and 
considerate of his audience before 
he makes statements like these.

Saving the Pale Blue Dot, Terra Firma, 3rd Rock from the Sun Bake Sales are
Fun-Fair

“Someone with that 
much power should 
not say something so 
vitriolic to the youth 
of Africa.”

Recent criticism has hurt the Pope!s image after a trip to Africa

Sugar, spice, and where 
did the donuts go?

S!P!E!A!K!! O U T

Anne Kuhnen
Opinion Writer
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Apr. 1, 1960
49 years ago on this day in The 
Pantherette...
The Rabid Pantherette issue!s 
staff, including famous indi-
viduals like Lyndon B. Johnson 
and Salvidor Dali, report the 
inde"nite suspension of the 
yearbook staff.

  As all the college admis-
sions letters roll in we can all "-
nally breathe a sigh of relief (good 
luck to any teachers from here on 
out motivating seniors to do work). 
If you hadn’t noticed, the class of 
2009 has far surpassed previous 
classes in the quanity and quality 
of acceptances.  Unfortunately, as 
May 1 looms ever closer we are 
faced with a new dilemma: pick-
ing from the myriad choices.
 So how do you choose? Do 
you choose security with the col-
lege that offered you full tuition? 
Do you choose prestige with your 
dream school that is not a fan 
of the "nancial aid? Or do you 
choose the school whose colors 
match your eyes?
 During these economic 
hard times money is an important 
factor for almost everyone here.  
People always say go to your 
dream school, you’ll "nd a way 
to make it work.  While it is pos-
sible to work three jobs while in 

college to pay off all those loans, 
some people forget the goal is to 
gain an education, not just pay for 
it.
 Location, location, loca-
tion. Although some might claim 
otherwise, location is still a fac-
tor to consider. You want to feel 
comfortable where you are living 
the next four years of your life. 
I, for example, applied nowhere 
in the Northeast because *clink* 
is not the sound your spit should 
make as it hits the ground. Some 
of you, on the other hand,  would 
be happy in Siberia. So I wish you 
future New Englanders good luck 
and hope you have a nice parka.
 Still on the subject of loca-
tion, many people thrive on big 
city life while others cringe at the 
thought of contact with so many 
people. A nice suburbia college is 
a good happy medium. You have 
the choice of going into the city 
for concerts or large events, but 
at the end of the day you can go 

back to your quiet, comfortable 
campus, slightly distanced from 
the hustle and bustle of city life.
 The bottom line is: you’re 
going to receive a good education 
at most universities in the country. 
It all depends on how well you 
!ourish in a college environment 
and whether or not you take ad-
vantage of the resources offered 
to you: George W. Bush went to 
Yale and Neil Armstrong went to 
Purdue University.
 If some of you opt for grad-
uate school, in the real world most 
people won’t even care if you 
went to Columbia for undergradu-
ate studies, but will be more inter-
ested in your graduate degree.
 We can’t all go to Harvard 
and that’s "ne. As cliched as it 
sounds and as much as it made me 
cringe when reading my Stanford 
rejection letter, it doesn’t really 
matter where you get your degree, 
but what you do with it.

 Your muscles ache, your 
head pounds, your breath comes 
in short gasps. The homestretch 
swims into view. This is it. The 
last run before the end. 
 April is our last month be-
fore AP tests, our dreaded "nish 
line. And though we may be ach-
ing, from the strain and lack of 
sleep, and hyperventilating at how 
close the test time is, now is not 
the time to slow down, however 
tempting the idea. 
 With April being the last 
month to review, all the study 
habits we know are being pulled 
out for a thorough airing. Some of 
those habits may be pretty dusty 
(or even nonexistent). Well, it’s 
better to learn how to study later 
(before college) rather than never.
  Studying involves not just 
reading the material, but under-
standing and internalizing the in-
formation for easier recall. So re-
peatedly reading a lesson over and 
over to ‘study’, with no memory 

of the contents, is not studying. 
 Study in a quiet, but not 
completely silent, environment, 
since a testing room full of stu-
dents is never truly free of noise 
despite the efforts of the test giv-
ers. Preferably study at a desk or 
table used only for studying, and 
not, say, in the bed where your 
body is used to falling asleep (def-
initely not a good idea if your sub-
ject matter is not too stimulating), 
or at the dinner table where you 
will likely "nd your mind quietly 
thinking about food. If you must 
use the dinner table, eat a snack 
"rst so you cannot be tempted to 
abuse a food break to terminate 
the session early and call it a day. 
 Sometimes you just have to 
tell yourself no: no ice cream until 
after this page, no novel reading 
until after this review chapter, no 
games until after this month, no 
fun until after this test. Just say 
no to procrastination. You’ll feel 
so much better than someone who 

slacks off until the day the AP test 
arrives. Then who will be panick-
ing more? 
 Motivate yourself, not 
by thinking about the test itself 
because stress locks away the 
knowledge in the brain, but by fo-
cusing on after all the bubbles are 
"lled in, after the free response es-
says and answers are written. En-
vision how much calmer life will 
be once those two (three for some 
of us) weeks in May end. Reward 
yourself# Compensate yourself for 
your self-deprivation. 
 I, for one, am going to treat 
myself to a listen to the new Meg 
& Dia cd and an entertaining read 
from the new book in The Clique 
series as a bonus for all my hard 
work (and to distract myself from 
re-answering all my wrong an-
swers with the returned right ones 
that !ed during my time of need).

peace, love & 2nd semester8
Aneisha's absurdities

danielle's ditherings


